
Standard  IRO-006-3 – Re liab ility Coord ina tion  - Trans mis s ion  Loading  Relie f (TLR) 

Page  |  181  

 

A. Introduction 
1. Title: Reliability Coordination — Transmission Loading Relief 

2. Number: IRO-006-3 

3. Purpose: Regardless of the process it uses, the Reliability Coordinator must direct its 
Balancing Authorities and Transmission Operators to return the transmission 
system to within its Interconnection Reliability Operating Limits as soon as 
possible, but no longer than 30 minutes.  The Reliability Coordinator needs to 
direct Balancing Authorities and Transmission Operators to execute actions such as 
reconfiguration, redispatch, or load shedding until relief requested by the TLR 
process is achieved. 

4. Applicability 

4.1. Reliability Coordinators. 

4.2. Transmission Operators. 

4.3. Balancing Authorities. 

5. Effective Date:  

 

B. Requirements 
R1. A Reliability Coordinator shall take appropriate actions in accordance with established 

policies, procedures, authority, and expectations to relieve transmission loading. 

R2. A Reliability Coordinator experiencing a potential or actual SOL or IROL violation 
within its Reliability Coordinator Area shall, at its discretion, select from either a “local” 
(Regional, Interregional, or subregional) transmission loading relief procedure or an 
Interconnection-wide procedure. 

R2.1. The Interconnection-wide Transmission Loading Relief (TLR) procedure for 
use in the Eastern Interconnection is provided in Attachment 1-IRO-006-0. 

R2.2. The equivalent Interconnection-wide transmission loading relief procedure for 
use in the Western Interconnection is the “WSCC Unscheduled Flow Mitigation 
Plan,” provided at: 
http://www.wecc.biz/documents/library/UFAS/UFAS_mitigation_plan_rev_200
1-clean_8-8-03.pdf.   

R2.3. The Interconnection-wide transmission loading relief procedure for use in 
ERCOT is provided as Section 7 of the ERCOT Protocols, posted at: 
http://www.ercot.com/mktrules/protocols/library/2007/02/February_1,_2007_Pr
otocols.pdf. 

R3. The Reliability Coordinator may use local transmission loading relief or congestion 
management procedures, provided the Transmission Operator experiencing the potential 
or actual SOL or IROL violation is a party to those procedures. 

R4. A Reliability Coordinator may implement a local transmission loading relief or 
congestion management procedure simultaneously with an Interconnection-wide 
procedure.  However, the Reliability Coordinator shall follow the curtailments as 
directed by the Interconnection-wide procedure.  A Reliability Coordinator desiring to 
use a local procedure as a substitute for curtailments as directed by the Interconnection-
wide procedure shall have such use approved by the NERC Operating Committee. 
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R5. When implemented, all Reliability Coordinators shall comply with the provisions of the 
Interconnection-wide procedure including, for example, action by Reliability 
Coordinators in other Interconnections to curtail an Interchange Transaction that crosses 
an Interconnection boundary. 

R6. During the implementation of relief procedures, and up to the point that emergency 
action is necessary, Reliability Coordinators and Balancing Authorities shall comply 
with interchange scheduling standards INT-001 through INT-004. 

C. Measures 
M1. If required, an investigation will be conducted to determine whether appropriate actions 

were taken in accordance with established policies, procedures, authority, and 
expectations to relieve transmission loading, including notifying appropriate Reliability 
Coordinators and operating entities to curtail Interchange Transactions. 

D. Compliance 
1. Compliance Monitoring Process 

The Compliance Monitor may initiate an investigation if there is a complaint that 
an entity has not implemented relief procedures in accordance with these 
requirements. 

1.1. Compliance Monitoring Responsibility 

Compliance Monitor: British Columbia Utilities Commission 

Compliance Monitor’s Administrator: Western Electricity Coordinating 
Council 

1.2. Compliance Monitoring Period and Reset Time Frame 

Compliance Monitoring Period: One calendar year. 

Reset Period: One month without a violation. 

1.3. Data Retention 

One calendar year. 

1.4. Additional Compliance Information 

Not specified. 

2. Levels of Non-Compliance 

2.1. Level 1: N/A. 

2.2. Level 2: N/A. 

2.3. Level 3: N/A. 

2.4. Level 4: The Reliability Coordinator did not implement loading 
relief procedures in accordance with the standard. 

E. Regional Differences 
None Specified 




