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Electric Reliability and Security for the West

Western Interconnection Wildfire Assessment

This is a high-level summary of the wildfire risk to the bulk power system. The information is for
general purposes only and should not be relied on as accurate, because fires are dynamic, and

circumstances may change quickly.

Active Wildfires (U.S. and Canada)

In the Western U.S., the National Interagency Fire Center (NIFC) reports six large (>1,000 acres)
wildfires burning in five states, a decrease compared to last week. Overall, active wildfires (<10 acres)

continued to decline with more typical fall weather returning to the West.

Active fires in the Western Interconnection—October 30, 2024

Active Wildfires U.S. and Canada
September-October 2024
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W 4-Sep 244 74 217 535
11-Sep 230 65 216 511
18-Sep 201 59 205 465
M 25-Sep 183 56 190 429
B 3-Oct 158 54 182 394
M 9-Oct 140 55 143 338
W 16-Oct 119 50 125 294
M 23-Oct 108 32 104 244
H 30-Oct 86 28 97 211
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Western Interconnection Transmission Lines at Risk (U.S.)

An at-risk transmission line is any line within three miles of an active wildfire, a new incident

discovered in the past 24 hours, or a hotspot detected by NOAA satellite.

October 30, 2024—Lines at Risk

The interconnection lines at risk increased over the past week, in the 100-199 kV class. This was due to
prescribed burns. These are a controlled application of fire by a team of experts under specified
weather conditions to restore health to forest ecosystems, manage flammable fuel buildup, and create

defensible space for communities to buffer wildfire threat.

U.S and Canada Transmission at Risk 2024
September-October
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W 4-Sep 15 10 86 110 221

11-Sep 27 10 90 112 239

18-Sep 16 11 68 119 214

M 25-Sep 18 8 65 105 196

M 3-Oct 20 5 66 95 186

W 9-Oct 27 7 82 108 224

W 16-Oct 33 13 97 223 366

W 23-Oct 18 6 83 156 263

W 30-Oct 25 7 91 209 332

Events of Note

The interconnection remained stable during the reporting period with no significant reliability

concerns due to wildfire.

Wildfires of Note (Canada)
British Columbia—nothing of significance during the reporting period.

Alberta—nothing of significance during the reporting period.
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A wildfire of note is determined to be of significant public interest and may pose a threat to public safety,

communities, or critical infrastructure.

Wildfire and Drought Outlook—October 2024

Wildfire potential is forecast to be normal throughout much of the interconnection during November
and the remainder of the fall and winter seasons. The coastal region of southern California, south into
Mexico, will continue to be above normal. Drought will persist throughout the eastern half of the
interconnection. Drought conditions in the Pacific Northwest are expected to end and return to normal
in northern Nevada and California. Drought conditions will continue to develop in southern Nevada
and the Desert Southwest.

North American Seasonal Fire Assessment U.S. Seasonal Drought OUtIOOK 4o october 17, 2024 - sanuary 31, 2025
November 2024 Drought Tendency During the Valid Period Released October 17, 2024
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Fire Weather Conditions for November

Canada

November: No signs point to significant fire activity in November. Some large fires will likely continue
smoldering over the fall and winter, but fire activity has declined substantially in Canada.

United States

November: The Climate Prediction Center and Predictive Services outlooks issued for November
depict normal temperatures are likely across much of the West. The Southern California coast and

Mexico are forecast to have above normal potential in.
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https://www.nifc.gov/nicc-files/predictive/outlooks/NA_Outlook.pdf
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php

Six to Ten Day Outlook

Weekly Wildfire Update

The precipitation outlook ranges from above normal to below normal in Northern California.

Temperatures throughout the interconnection will be more seasonal throughout the interconnection.
The Rocky Mountain range and and the Cascade Mountain range are expected to receive the first

significant snowfall of the season. Low to moderate fire potential will be prevelent. Wildfire risk will be

low to moderate for Alberta and BC.

Precipitation Probability

Temperature Probability

6-10 Day Precipitation Outlook

Valid: November 4 - 8, 2024
Issued: October 29, 2024
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6-10 Day Temperature Outlook

Valid: November 4 - 8, 2024
Issued: October 29, 2024
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/610day/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/610day/
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
https://cwfis.cfs.nrcan.gc.ca/carts/fw
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Wildfire Smoke and Air Quality
Smoke has largely decreased over the
interconnection.

Current Wildfire Conditions

The WECC Wildfire Dashboard posted on
WECC.org shows the current wildfire

conditions. Users new to WECC.org must create

a user ID and password for access.



https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/87cda22dccde4a35af250469ae12f40e/
https://fire.airnow.gov/#3.78/40.41/-108.16

