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This is a high-level summary of the wildfire risk to the bulk power system. Because fires are dynamic,
and circumstances may change quickly, this information is for general purposes only and should not be
relied on as accurate.

Active Wildfires (U.S. and Canada)

Large wildfires in the Western U.S. account for 82% of all fires reported in the U.S. Fires in B.C. and
Alberta account for 59% of all fires reported in Canada, excluding the Northwest Territories.

The active fire list includes named fires that are 10 acres or larger and less than 100% contained. There
are several dozen hot spots and wildfires that have started during the past week, all less than 10 acres.
Alberta has zero fires out of control, and British Columbia has 62 fires burning out of control.

Active fires in the Western Interconnection — August 26, 2026
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m 29-Jul 42 4 134 180
5-Aug 75 5 112 192
12-Aug 88 3 102 193
19-Aug 62 2 129 193
m 26-Aug 76 2 166 244

Western Interconnection Transmission Lines at Risk (U.S.)

An at-risk transmission line is any line within two miles of an active wildfire.
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Lines at Risk — August 26, 2026

The number of interconnection lines at risk increased from last week, but impact to the bulk power
system was minimal.

U.S. and Canada Transmission at Risk
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m22-Jul 7 4 16 31 58
29-Jul 8 4 15 28 55
5-Aug 25 8 47 47 127
12-Aug 23 5 38 48 114
m 19-Aug 10 2 31 39 82
m 26-Aug 12 2 28 43 85

Events of Note
Western U.S.
The Big Grass Fire in Oregon and Idaho that has scorched 579k acres is now 93% contained.

The Rowe Creek Complex has burned 374k acres and is now 92% contained.

Wildfires of Note (Canada)
British Columbia

Wildfire activity continues to rise in B.C. with 37% of fires burning out of control. Lightning is the
number one suspected cause at 87% of the current active fires. Continued warming and low relative
humidity, particularly in the southeast where values are expected to drop into the teens, may further dry
fuels and contribute to increased wildfire activity on existing incidents.

Alberta
None to report.

A wildfire of note is a fire determined to be of significant public interest and may pose a threat to public
safety, communities, or critical infrastructure.
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National Fire Activity - August 26, 2026

INITIAL ATTACK ACTIVITY Light {‘
(24-hour period) (148 fires) \ Y

14

New Large Fires

Large Fires Contained 4
Uncontained Large Fires 93
Year-to-Date Acres Burned 7,920,585
Total Responders 22,356
Type 1 IMTs Deployed 1

Complex IMTs Deployed 17

2026 (FYTD)
2025 75

3 Year Average
Preparedness Levels:

Minimal fire activity: many resources available

Large wildland fires buming throughout country;
resources mobiized from other areas

PL2

Wildfire actwity ongoing throughout 25% of

‘country; National Interagency Coordination = = Acres Bumed: 15,067
PL3 | Center (NICC) sets priorities, allocates o, S Containment: 85%
resources, and mabllizes assets at national
level

High levels of fire activity and areas are
‘competing for firefighting resources; 60% of the
nation’s wildiand firefighting resources
committed

Extremely high levels of fire activity; 80% of
nation's firefighting resources committed

Wildfire and Drought Outlook — August and September
U.S. and Canada

Wildfire risks are expected to improve as we move into fall. The Pacific Northwest, upper Midwest, and
northwest B.C. are expected to have above-normal fire risks, while Alberta is expected to have below-
normal risk.

Drought has developed or intensified in the Northwest, portions of the northern Great Basin, and central
Rockies. Extreme to exceptional drought is most widespread across the eastern Great Basin, central
Rockies, and central High Plains, with smaller areas in central Oregon and south-central Montana.

The August precipitation forecast holds significant uncertainty, though it points toward another dry
month for B.C. Additionally, fire danger is forecast to be elevated over the interior of B.C. The southern
and central interior of B.C. has a large region of extreme drought. Other areas constituting the southern
half of B.C. sit in either moderate or severe drought.
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North American Seasonal Fire Assessment U.S. Monthly Drought Outlook Valid for August 2026
August 2026 . Drought Tendency During the Valid Period Released July 31, 2026
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Fire Weather Conditions — August

6—10 Day Outlook
u.s.

Precipitation is forecast to be above normal to normal for the interconnection which should aid
firefighting efforts. Temperatures are forecast to be below normal in the PNW and gradually warm to
the southwest and west. Breezy westerly winds with gusts 25-35 mph amid RH 10-20% and
temperatures broadly 10—15° F above normal will develop across the northern half of the West away
from the coast, bringing further high-risk significant fire potential to the northern Great Basin, inland
Pacific Northwest, and the Sierra Front. In the Greater Four Corners, meager moisture will yield hot
temperatures, minimum RH of 10-25%, and isolated mixed wet/dry thunderstorms. Overall moderate
fire potential is increasing across this region and inland southern California as the monsoon wanes and
overnight RH recovery trends downward. Dangerous heat will build across the Southwest United States
through the end of the week with highs up to 115° F. Isolated to widely scattered severe storms are
expected across parts of the central and southern High Plains.

Alberta

Fire Danger is forecast to be high to very high in the southern third of Alberta and low to moderate for
the rest of the province.

British Columbia
High fire potential will continue for much of the province.

Isolated air quality warnings are posted in B.C. and Alberta, due to wildfire smoke.
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc-files/predictive/outlooks/NA_Outlook.pdf
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Fire danger is a general indicator of how easily a fire may ignite in forest vegetation, how readily that
fire will spread through vegetation, and how difficult a spreading fire may be to control. It does not
consider the potential impact on human-made or natural values that may be damaged by the fire.

Current Wildfire Conditions

The WECC Wildfire Dashboard, posted on
wecc.org, shows the current wildfire conditions.
Users new to wecc.org must create a user ID and
password for access.
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/610day/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/610day/
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/87cda22dccde4a35af250469ae12f40e/
https://cwfis.cfs.nrcan.gc.ca/en/static-maps?layerId=public%3Afdr&date=2026-05-14
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/87cda22dccde4a35af250469ae12f40e/

