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This is a high-level summary of the wildfire risk to the bulk power system. Because fires are dynamic, 

and circumstances may change quickly, this information is for general purposes only and should not be 

relied on as accurate. 

Each September, FEMA recognizes National Preparedness Month, and this year’s theme is “Americans 

Stand Ready.” As the end of a very busy summer, during which many Americans were evacuated or 

otherwise at risk as wildfires burned nearby, this is a great time to consider how you and your 

community can be ready for future emergencies. 

Active Wildfires (U.S. and Canada)  

There are eight large wildfires burning in the Western Interconnection today. The exact count of active 

fires changes daily, but historical data shows that, though large fires account for only a small portion of 

total starts, they make up more than 90% of the total area burned. Favorable cooler and damp weather 

has recently helped crews stall the growth of large fires and fires overall in the interconnection.  

Active fires in the Western Interconnection—September 30, 2026 

 

 

U.S. Alberta B.C. Total

2-Sep 79 2 165 246

9-Sep 39 1 124 164

16-Sep 45 4 91 140

23-Sep 13 0 99 112

30-Sep 11 0 85 96
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Western Interconnection Transmission Lines at Risk (U.S.)  

An at-risk transmission line is any line within two miles of an active wildfire.  

Lines at Risk—September 30, 2026 

The number of interconnection lines at risk decreased for the fourth consecutive week and had no 

impact on reliability.  

 

Events of Note 

Western U.S. 

Nothing of note. 

Wildfires of Note (Canada)  

British Columbia  

Nothing of note. 

Alberta 

Nothing of note. 

A wildfire of note is a fire determined to be of significant public interest and that may pose a threat to 

public safety, communities, or critical infrastructure.  

500 kV 300-399 kV 200-299 kV 100-199 kV Total

26-Aug 12 2 28 43 85

2-Sep 14 3 25 26 68

9-Sep 9 2 9 19 39

16-Sep 7 0 6 13 26

23-Sep 12 2 7 10 31

30-Sep 5 2 8 11 26
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Wildfire and Drought Outlook—October 

U.S. and Canada 

The next three months, from October to December, are likely to be warmer than normal for the northern 

part of the country and the West. Precipitation is likely to be potentially drier than normal in the 

Northwest and normal for the rest of the interconnection. The forecast pattern is typical of El Niño, but 

the strongest correlations for this pattern in an El Niño is in mid to late winter. Drought is expected to 

improve in many areas of the country over the next three months, most notably in the southern two-

thirds of the West. 

 

   

 

Fire Weather Conditions—October 

6–10 Day Outlook 

U.S. 

Southwesterly winds of 15–25 mph with gusts of 30–40 mph will develop across northeast California 

into the northern Great Basin and southwest to central Montana. Minimum relative humidity will be 

lowest from 10–20% from northern Nevada into central Montana with areas of elevated conditions 

expected. Breezy west winds will also occur in the Columbia Basin but will be accompanied by higher 

humidity above 30% and isolated to scattered showers. More widespread rainfall is expected near and 

west of the Cascades in Oregon and Washington, with wetting rain also expected in northern Idaho to 

western Montana. Warm and dry conditions are expected in southern California, but winds will be light 

outside the deserts. Widespread showers and scattered thunderstorms will continue in New Mexico. 

Alberta 

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/expert_assessment/mdo_summary.php
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc-files/predictive/outlooks/NA_Outlook.pdf
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Fire danger remains low to moderate for Alberta, with a couple of pockets of high to extreme danger.  

British Columbia 

Fire danger will continue to diminish in B.C. with most of the province low to moderate. 

 

    

      

https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/610day/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/610day/
https://www.nifc.gov/nicc/predictive-services/outlooks
https://cwfis.cfs.nrcan.gc.ca/en/static-maps?layerId=public%3Afdr&date=
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Current Wildfire Conditions  

The WECC Wildfire Dashboard, posted on 

wecc.org, shows the current wildfire conditions. 

Users new to wecc.org must create a user ID and 

password for access. 

 

 

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/87cda22dccde4a35af250469ae12f40e/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/87cda22dccde4a35af250469ae12f40e/

