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Data Request Process 

Introduction 
Pursuant to Section 215 of the Federal Power Act and Section 1600 of the North American Electric 
Reliability Corporation (NERC) Rules of Procedure, Western Electricity Coordinating Council (WECC) has 
the authority to request data or information that is necessary to meet its obligations as a Regional Entity 
from owners, operators, and users of the Bulk Power System in the United States. This process is not 
binding on entities outside of the United States. However, WECC may request comparable data or 
information from those entities on a voluntary basis. 

Scope 
This WECC Data Request Process (Process) shall not apply to or interfere with Requirements contained 
in any Reliability Standard to provide data or information. This Process shall also not apply to data or 
information requested in connection with a compliance or enforcement action or any procedures 
adopted applicable to such compliance or enforcement actions. 

Process 
1. Submission to NERC and FERC: WECC shall provide a proposed request for data or

information or a proposed modification to a previously-authorized request, including the
information specified in Section 2 below as applicable, to NERC and the Federal Energy
Regulatory Commission's (FERC or Commission) Office of Electric Reliability (Office of Electric
Reliability) at least twenty-one (21) days prior to initially posting the request or modification for
public comment. Submission of the proposed request or modification to NERC and the FERC
Office of Electric Reliability is for the information of NERC and the Commission. WECC is not
required to receive any approval from NERC or the Commission prior to posting the proposed
request or modification for public comment in accordance with Section 2 below or issuing the
request or modification to Reporting Entities following approval by the WECC Board of
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Directors. 

2. Posting for Comment: WECC shall post a proposed request for data or information or a
proposed modification to a previously authorized request for data or information for a forty- 
five (45) day public comment period.

a. A proposed request for data or information shall contain, at a minimum, the
following information:

i. a description of the data or information to be requested;

ii. how the data or information will be used;

iii. how the availability of the data or information is necessary for WECC to
meet its obligations as a Regional Entity;

iv. a description of how the data or information will be collected and
validated;

v. a description of the entities (by functional class and jurisdiction) that will
be required to provide the data or information (Reporting Entities);

vi. the schedule or due date for the data or information;

vii. a description of any restrictions on WECC's dissemination of the data or
information; and

viii. an estimate of the relative burden imposed on the Reporting Entities to
accommodate the data or information request.

b. A proposed modification to a previously authorized request for data or information
shall explain:

i. the nature of the modifications;

ii. an estimate of the burden imposed on the Reporting Entities to
accommodate the modified data or information request; and

iii. any other items from Section 2.a above that require updating as a result of
the modifications.

3. Submission to the WECC Board of Directors: After the close of the comment period, WECC
shall make any revisions it deems appropriate to the proposed request for data or information
in light of the comments received. WECC shall submit the proposed request for data or
information, as revised, along with the comments received, and an evaluation of the comments
and revisions, to the WECC Board of Directors.

4. WECC Board of Directors Determination: In acting on the proposed request for data or
information, the WECC Board of Directors may authorize WECC to issue it, modify it, or remand
it for further consideration.

5. Minor Revisions to Data Requests: WECC may make minor changes to an authorized request
for data or information without WECC Board of Director approval. However, if a Reporting
Entity objects in writing to such changes to WECC within 21 days of issuance of the modified
request, such changes shall require WECC Board of Director approval before they are
implemented.

6. Authorization and Appeals: Authorization of a request for data or information shall be final
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unless, within thirty (30) days of the decision by the WECC Board of Directors, an affected 
party appeals the authorization to the NERC Board of Trustees. Determinations of the NERC 
Board of Trustees may be appealed to the Commission. 

7. Owners, Operators and Users to Comply: Owners, operators, and users of the Bulk Power
System registered on the NERC Compliance Registry shall comply with authorized requests for
data and information. In the event a Reporting Entity within the United States fails to comply
with an authorized request for data or information under this Process, WECC may request that
NERC request the Commission to exercise its enforcement authority to require the Reporting
Entity to comply with the request for data or information and for other appropriate
enforcement action by the Commission. Such requests shall be made through non-public
submissions to NERC and the Commission.

8. Confidentiality: If the approved data or information request includes a statement that the
requested data or information will be treated as confidential, then the applicable provisions of
Section 1500 of the NERC Rules of Procedure will apply without further action by a Submitting
Entity. A Submitting Entity may designate any other data or information in the request as
Confidential Information pursuant to the provisions of Section 1500. WECC shall treat all such
data or information in accordance with Section 1500.

Custodian General Counsel 

Review Cycle 2 years 

This policy supersedes and revokes all past policies and practices, oral and written representations, or 
statements regarding terms and conditions of employment concerning the subject matter covered herein. 
WECC reserves the right to add to, delete, change, or revoke this policy at any time, with or without notice. 
This policy does not create a contract between WECC and any employee or contractor, nor does it create 
any entitlement to employment or any benefit provided by WECC to its employees or contractors. 
Caution!—This document may be out of date if printed. 
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