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With nearly four decades of experience across generation, transmission, power markets, 
system operations and executive leadership, Joe Brannan has dedicated his career to 
advancing a reliable, resilient and affordable electric grid. 

Joe recently retired as Chief Executive Officer of North Carolina’s Electric Cooperatives, 
where he led three statewide organizations serving 26 electric cooperatives and the 2.8 
million North Carolinians who rely on them for electricity. Under his leadership, the 
organizations managed wholesale power supply, generation resources, regulatory strategy, 
government affairs and critical supply chain operations to support cooperative 
communities across North Carolina. 

Prior to becoming CEO, Joe served as Senior Vice President of Power Supply and Chief 
Operating Officer of NCEMC’s generation and transmission organization. In that role, he 
oversaw plant operations, environmental compliance, personnel safety, power supply 
planning and portfolio management, including within the PJM market, helping guide 
strategic decisions in an increasingly complex energy landscape. 

Earlier in his career, Joe served as Director of the East Regional Trading Center for ACES 
Power Marketing, where he developed and implemented risk management and portfolio 
strategies for electric utility members and customers across the Southeast, PJM, and MISO 
regions. He also held engineering, operations, maintenance, and project management 
positions with PPL, gaining firsthand experience in traditional generation, power system 
operations and energy markets. 

Throughout his career, Joe has worked at the intersection of reliability, market operations 
and strategic leadership. His broad perspective spanning generation, transmission, 
wholesale markets, risk management, regulatory affairs, and cooperative governance has 
enabled him to help utilities navigate industry transformation while maintaining a steadfast 
commitment to reliability and affordability. 

Joe holds a Bachelor of Science in Electrical Engineering from The Pennsylvania State 
University and a Master of Business Administration from Lehigh University. 

 


