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Register for the Future of Path Ratings in the Western Interconnection
In-person
July 23, 2026
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. MDT

https://www.wecc.org/meetings/24121-future-path-ratings-western-interconnection
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Reliability in the West Discussion Series:
Cyber- and Physical Security
Wednesday, August 5, 2026
11 a.m.—noon MDT

https://www.wecc.org/meetings/23016-reliability-west-discussion-series


4 Salt Lake City, Utah | August 11–13, 2026
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WECC Grid Fundamentals Logo on background with transmission lines.

August 18–19, 2026
Salt Lake City, Utah

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/grid-fundamentals-in-person-tickets-1909098828989?aff=oddtdtcreator
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WECC Reliability  Security Workshop
October 27-28, 2026
Scottsdale, Arizona
WICF Meeting October 29

WICF
October 29

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wecc-reliability-security-workshop-and-wicf-meeting-tickets-1988043622993?aff=oddtdtcreator
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Meeting Disclosures

• Participants are reminded of their obligations under 
the WECC Antitrust Policy and the NERC Antitrust Compliance Guidelines. 
The full Antitrust Statement is attached to this meeting’s agenda.

• This meeting is public — confidential or proprietary information should not be 
discussed in open session.  

• This meeting is being recorded and may be posted publicly. By participating, 
you give your consent for your name, voice, image, and likeness to be 
included in the recording. 

• WECC strives to ensure the information presented today is accurate and 
reflects the views of WECC; however, all interpretations and positions are 
subject to change. 

• If you have any questions, please contact WECC’s legal counsel. 

https://www.wecc.org/
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Agenda

• NERC and WECC Happenings — Fahad Ansari, WECC

• New Align and SEL Reference Guide — Jessica King, WECC

• Standards Update — Donovan Crane, WECC

• Computational Load Entity Standard Drafting Team Update — Mark Rogers, 

WECC

• Internal Controls Maturity Self-assessment — Molly Elliott, WECC

https://www.wecc.org/
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Electric Reliability 
& Security for the West

NERC and WECC Happenings

Senior Technical Advisor, Oversight Planning

Fahad Ansari

July 16, 2026
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NERC Happenings

• Reliability Standard Updated Version 

◦ CIP-012-2 – Cyber Security–Communications between Control Centers 

▪ Effective July 1, 2026

• Reliability Standard Audit Worksheets 

◦ New CIP Virtualization RSAWs posted

• Reliability Insights 

◦ Supply Chain Security

• GADS Conventional and Wind/Solar Training

◦  July 7–9 in-person training course for GADS reporting

• Computational Loads Level 3 Alert Webinar

◦ July 8 webinar recording posted

https://www.wecc.org/
https://www.nerc.com/globalassets/standards/reliability-standards/cip/cip-012-2.pdf
https://www.nerc.com/globalassets/standards/reliability-standards/cip/cip-012-2.pdf
https://www.nerc.com/globalassets/standards/reliability-standards/cip/cip-012-2.pdf
https://www.nerc.com/globalassets/standards/reliability-standards/cip/cip-012-2.pdf
https://www.nerc.com/globalassets/standards/reliability-standards/cip/cip-012-2.pdf
https://www.nerc.com/globalassets/standards/reliability-standards/cip/cip-012-2.pdf
https://www.nerc.com/programs/compliance/reliability-standard-audit-worksheets-rsaws
https://www.nerc.com/globalassets/who-we-are/news/2026/06/reliability-insights-supply-chain-security.pdf
https://www.nerc.com/globalassets/who-we-are/news/2026/06/reliability-insights-supply-chain-security.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TT2AbI96Iy8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TT2AbI96Iy8
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WECC Happenings

• Risk Management Program Virtual Town Hall

• New Entity Resource Center

https://www.wecc.org/
https://www.wecc.org/program-areas/compliance/new-entity-resource-center
https://www.wecc.org/program-areas/compliance/new-entity-resource-center
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Electric Reliability 
& Security for the West

New Align and SEL 

Reference Guide

Business Analyst

Jessica King

July 16, 2026
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New Align and SEL Reference Guide

https://www.wecc.org/
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Electric Reliability 
& Security for the West

Standards Update

Manager, Standards

Donovan Crane

July 16, 2026



1515

Standards Update — NERC Projects

• Informal comment period to start week of July 6
2023-09 Risk Management 

for Third-party Cloud Services 

• Final Ballot open through July 21
2025-04 Order No. 901 

Planning Studies

• Formal comment period and initial ballot starting 
week of July 20

2022-05 Modifications to 
CIP-008 Reporting Threshold

• Formal comment period and initial ballot starting 
the week of July 13

2025-01 Cold Weather 
Canadian Variance

• Tentative to go out for comment and Ballot first 
week of September

ROP and SPM revisions

https://www.wecc.org/
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Standards Update — WECC Projects

WECC-0142: Request to Retire BAL-002-

WECC-3, Contingency Reserve

WECC-0157: PRC-006-5 Automatic

Underfrequency Load Shedding, Update

to the WECC Regional Variance

WECC-0160: WECC IBR Modeling and

EMT  Screening Criteria

WECC-0142: Request to Retire BAL-002-
WECC-3, Contingency Reserve

FERC accepted the request to retire. Officially 
retired as of July 1, 2026

WECC-0157: PRC-006-5 Automatic 
Underfrequency Load Shedding, Update 
to the WECC Regional Variance

WSC accepted and voted to send to WECC’s 
board for disposition. Anticipated to presented 
at the September Board meeting.

WECC-0160: WECC IBR Modeling and 
EMT  Screening Criteria

Meeting Weekly on Mondays

https://www.wecc.org/
https://www.wecc.org/standards/WECC-0142
https://www.wecc.org/standards/WECC-0142
https://www.wecc.org/node/20236
https://www.wecc.org/node/20236
https://www.wecc.org/node/20236
https://www.wecc.org/node/23491
https://www.wecc.org/node/23491
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Electric Reliability 
& Security for the West

Computational Load Entity 
Standard Drafting Team 

Update

Manager, Registration and Certification

Mark Rogers
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Project 2026-02 Outreach
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Project Goals include developing:

Requirements to address 
integration of Computational 

Loads onto the BPS

Changes to NERC Glossary to 
align with Rules of Procedure 

modifications

1 2

“This drafting team will develop one or more Reliability Standard(s) to address in the 
near-term essential actions entities must take to assure the reliable integration of 
large loads into the BPS.”

Project 2026-02 Goals
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2026-02 Computational Loads Project Timeline

May Jun DecOctApr Jul Aug Sep NovMar

March 18th:
‒ Project 2026-02 

Initiated

May 15th:
‒ Rules of Procedure 

Comments Due

April 1st:
‒ Project 2026-02 SAR 

Posted for Comment
‒ Rules of Procedure 

(Computational Load 
Entities) Posted for 
Comment

April 30th:
‒ SAR Comments Due 
‒ Deadline to Join 

Short-Term Advisory 
Group

2026 2027

2027:
‒ Commence Phase 2

September/October:
‒ DT reviews comments & 

updates standard draft

August 19th:
‒ Initial formal posting for 

industry comment

October/November:
‒ Additional posting for 

industry comment

December:
‒ Board Adoption
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Zoom-In

May Jul Aug

May 15th:
‒ ROP Comments

May 11-13th:
‒ DT alignment on SAR 

priorities for Phase 1
‒ Submit revised SAR to 

SC
‒ Deeper dive on 

framework

May 20th:
‒ SC approval for 

formal drafting

June 8-10th:
‒ Initial draft of Phase 1
‒ DT coordination with ROP 

changes/feedback
‒ Short-Term Advisory 

Group Engagement

July 14-16th:
‒ Near final draft of Phase 1
‒ DT coordination with 

LLWG on Phase 2
‒ Short-Term Advisory 

Group Engagement

August 19th:
‒ Initial formal posting 

for industry comment

Extensive Industry Outreach

Jun
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May June July August
ROP Comments (5/15)

Phase 1 Framework (5/13) Phase 1 Initial Draft (6/1)

ROP & 2026-02 DT 
Coordination 

Phase 1 Near Final Draft (7/16)

ROP & 2026-02 DT 
Coordination

Ballot Phase 1

Define “what” and “who”

• What – type of facilities and 
thresholds that pose risk to the BPS

• Who – the entities responsible for 
mitigating that risk  

ROP
NERC Registration Staff

Project 2026-02
Standard Drafting Team

Define “how”

• How – actions needed to mitigate the risk 
to the BPS

Apply actions to the facilities that pose the risk (What) & 
Assign actions to those appropriate to mitigate the risk (Who)

Project 2026-02 and the ROP modifications are actively being developed in parallel

Standard & ROP Development Coordination

Recent Feedback: NERC preliminarily is expecting to have two new Functional 
Entities – Computational Load Owner and Computational Load Operator  
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Latest ROP Coordination

Computational Load Site - One or more buildings, structures, or installations that:

1. primarily contains information technology infrastructure used for:

• creating, executing, and delivering software applications and services;

• artificial intelligences training, deployment, and delivery;

• cryptocurrency mining; or

• other computational activities at a data center; and

2. is supplied through electrical equipment that is connected to the BPS.

Computational Load Owner (CLO)* - The entity that owns and maintains a Computational Load Site.

Computational Load Operator (CLOP)* - The entity that operates a Computational Load Site.

*Registration only applicable for Computational Load Sites greater than or equal to 50 MW that is 
connected at a voltage greater than or equal to 100 kV from one or more points of connection.
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Phase 1 Strategy: “Foundational” Standard(s)

Goal: Deliver Reliability Standard Requirements that…

1. Are essential actions that ‘move the needle the most’

2. Can be most effectively delivered on the targeted Phase 1 timeline (2026)

Strategy: 

1. Set the Foundation: 
 Focus on the core, process-related items in Phase 1 (set the foundation)

2. Don’t Start from Scratch
 Leverage existing process-related frameworks & concepts for integrating elements onto the BPS 

3. Enable Industry Flexibility in an Evolving Time
 Allow flexibility on process specifics, do not include technical specifics that are still evolving 

and/or may have regional variances



Generation & transmission Facilities have foundational “essential actions” as part of integration

Notable Integration Requirements: Other Facilities
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New 
Interconnection or 
Qualified Change

FAC-001
Interconnection 
Requirements

Interconnection & Study

FAC-002
Interconnection 

Studies

25

MOD-032
Planning Model 
Requirements & 

Sharing

Commissioning Operations

FAC-001
Procedures for 
Coordination 

(Commissioning)

PRC-027
Protection 

Coordination

MOD-026
Model Validation

COM-001
Interpersonal 

Communications

IRO-001
TOP-001
Operating 

Instructions

IRO-010
 TOP-003

Operational Data 
Requirements & 

Sharing

~365 day lead-time
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Project 2026-02: “Six Core Buckets” 

Data Sharing

Interconnection 
Requirements

Interconnection Study & 
Modeling

Commissioning

Communications & 
Response

High Resolution 
Disturbance Monitoring

‒ CL Data → Owners, Planners, 
Operators

‒ Developed in coordination 
with Planners & Operators

‒ Interconnection study process 
with accurate modeling data

‒ Establish commissioning 
procedures

‒ CLs have communication 
protocols with Operators

‒ Require high-resolution 
monitoring for CLs

Phase 2 & Beyond 
to address gaps that 

require additional 
technical work (e.g., 
minimum Voltage & 

Frequency Ride-
Through 

performance 
requirements)
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Voltage & Frequency Ride-Through (VRT/FRT)

Phase 1 
Foundational 
Requirements

Dynamic Modeling

Project 2026-02 is addressing foundational essential actions associated with VRT/FRT risk

Interconnection 
Studies

Interconnection 
Requirements

While Phase 1 is not planning to address industry-wide, minimum VRT/FRT performance 
thresholds due to further technical work required, work is actively progressing in parallel

LLWG Work 
Plan

(Dec 2026 or 
sooner)

Whitepaper: Large 
Load Disturbance 

Performance

Assess appropriateness and reliability need for industry-
wide vs. regional or local VRT/FRT thresholds

Provide insight on how to construct VRT/FRT, and post 
fault active power recovery requirements
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What We Must Deliver

Reliability Standards Implementation Plan Technical Rationale

FAQPackaging & Redlines
Robust Outreach Plan & 

Messaging

v1 Draft Complete

v1 Draft CompleteIn Progress Complete

v2 Draft Completev4 Draft Complete

Not Started
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Project 2026-02 FAQ

➢ Project Scope & Purpose
➢ Industry Engagement
➢ ROP Modifications
➢ Standard Applicability

➢ New vs. Existing Standards
➢ Implementation Plan
➢ Technical Topics

https://www.nerc.com/globalassets/standards/projects/2026-02/related-files/project-2026-02-faq-june-2026.pdf
https://www.nerc.com/globalassets/standards/projects/2026-02/related-files/project-2026-02-faq-june-2026.pdf
https://www.nerc.com/globalassets/standards/projects/2026-02/related-files/project-2026-02-faq-june-2026.pdf
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Potential Structure of Phase 1 Standards

CLE-001: Interconnection, Studies, & Modeling Data

CLE-002: Operational Data & Communications

CLE-003: Protection & Disturbance Monitoring
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Black = Existing language in comparable requirements
Blue = New language needed for Computational Loads

Standard Development Strategy

“Compliance Words Matter”

We are using time-tested, compliance-vetted, and industry-
supported language and making incremental changes where 
appropriate due to the uniqueness of Computational Loads

The drafting team is clearly denoting comparable integration 
requirements in existing standards and incremental changes 
to that language (based on industry feedback and support)

The latest version (6/11) is our 4th revision, 
reflective of extensive industry feedback 
and comprehensive DT discussions
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Draft Implementation Plan Development

CLE-001

Interconnection, Studies, & 
Modeling Data

CLE-003

Protection & Disturbance 
Monitoring

CLE-002

Operational Data & 
Communications

Interconnection Process & 
Modeling Data Specifications

Study Coordination & 
Data Provision

Reg Approval Next Quarter

+9 Months

+6 Months

Operational Data Specifications

Interpersonal Communication +12 Months

+6 Months

Operational Data Provision Reg Approval Next Quarter +9 Months

Disturbance Monitoring

Protection Coordination Reg Approval Next Quarter +9 Months

50% within 3 Years 
 100% by Jan 1, 2032In-Service Prior

In-Service After
32

+15 Months
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Notable Recent Draft Standard Modifications

• ROP
‒ Computational Load Site

‒ Computational Load Owner vs. Computational Load Operator

• CLE-001
‒ TO, DP, GO applicability only for those with existing or future Computational 

Load Site Interconnection

‒ Minimum modeling data specifications 

‒ Model Verification

• CLE-002
‒ Modify Operating Instruction definition (add Computational Load Site)

• CLE-003
‒ Sequence of Event Recording (SER) data



Next Steps

34

• July

• Updated ROP Functional Entity Definition Coordination (July 1st)

• In-person drafting team meetings (July 14-16th) to create near final drafts

• Standards, FAQ, Implementation Plans, Technical Rationale, Redlines & Packaging

• NERC LLWG Coordination

• Final ROP alignment pre-ballot

• Continued extensive industry outreach, including Short-Term Advisory Group Engagement

• August
• Target initial posting for industry comment on August 19th 
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Electric Reliability 
& Security for the West

Internal Controls Maturity 

Self-Assessment Tool

Senior Technical Analyst Internal Controls, Oversight Planning

Molly Elliott

July 16, 2026
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Internal Controls Maturity Self-Assessment Tool

New resource for evaluating strengths and weaknesses 
in your system of risk mitigation and internal control 
and identifying areas for continuous improvement​

Complements WECC Controls Guidance documents which 
focus on control activities to meet process-level risks​

Complements Internal Compliance Program Self-Assessment 
which focuses on organizational structures to prevent and 
detect noncompliance and promote a culture of reliability

https://www.wecc.org/
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What makes a good Internal Controls Program?

https://www.wecc.org/
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What is a Maturity Model?

A maturity model is a structured framework that helps organizations 
assess their current capabilities in a specific discipline and provides a 
clear, step-by-step roadmap for continuous improvement and growth.

It is not a “grade.”

It is a measure of progress.

https://www.wecc.org/
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What is a Maturity Model?

# Name Description

L1 Initial Application limited or non-existent

L2 Managed Applied in some business units or 

functions

L3 Defined Applied organization-wide with 

documented, repeatable processes

L4 Quantitatively 

Managed

Measured and aligned with internal and 

external stakeholder needs

L5 Optimizing Focused on continuous improvement 

and innovation

https://www.wecc.org/
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Internal Control Maturity

Component L1: Initial L2: Managed L3: Defined

L4: 

Quantitatively 

Managed

L5: Optimizing

Control 

Environment

Risk 

Assessment

Control 

Activities

Information & 

Communication

Monitoring

https://www.wecc.org/
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Internal Control Maturity Self-Assessment

https://www.wecc.org/
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Next Steps

Recommended Action: WECC strongly 

recommends entities regularly assess the 

maturity of their controls programs.

https://www.wecc.org/
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Outreach Tools

Internal Controls Maturity Self-Assessment

Internal Control Maturity Self-Assessment | Western Electricity Coordinating Council

Internal Compliance Program Self-Assessment
Internal Compliance Program Self-Assessment | Western Electricity Coordinating 
Council

Controls Guidance and Compliance Failure Points
Compliance - United States | Western Electricity Coordinating Council

Oversight Trends Update

Oversight Trends Update | Western Electricity Coordinating Council

https://www.wecc.org/
https://www.wecc.org/wecc-document/28821
https://www.wecc.org/wecc-document/28821
https://www.wecc.org/wecc-document/28821
https://www.wecc.org/wecc-document/23131
https://www.wecc.org/wecc-document/23131
https://www.wecc.org/wecc-document/23131
https://www.wecc.org/wecc-document/23131
https://www.wecc.org/program-areas/compliance/compliance-united-states
https://www.wecc.org/program-areas/compliance/compliance-united-states
https://www.wecc.org/program-areas/compliance/compliance-united-states
https://www.wecc.org/wecc-document/13471
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https://www.wecc.org/program-areas/strategic-engagement
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155 N 400 W, Salt Lake City, UT 84103, USA

https://www.wecc.org/
http://www.wecc.org/
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