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Agenda
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 What to Expect with Align and SEL
 Comparing WECC’s current audit 

process to using Align and SEL
• Notice of Audit
• RSAWs
• Data Requests
• Providing Evidence



What to Expect

 Align
• All US audits starting after July 1, 2023
• Evolution of training
• Centralized System
• Increase in quality and consistency
• Automation of CMEP activity

 SEL
• Increased security
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Comparing Audit Processes
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Secure Workspace Process Align and SEL Process

• Audit Notice Package (ANP) accessed through 
Audit and Spot Checks drop down in Align

• Notice of Audit Package (NOAP) sent through 
Secure Workspace as a zipped folder



Comparing Audit Processes
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NOAP ANP

• ANP Documents: Attached for download on ANP 
Tab

• NOAP Documents: Audit Feedback 
Questions, Documentation Instructions, Audit 
Notice Letter, and Audit Team Biographies



Comparing Audit Processes
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NOAP ANP

• Working Papers:  
Tab in the Monitoring 
Engagement-
Supplements RSAWs

• RSAWs Folder: 
Provides all 
RSAWs in scope 
of the audit



Align Working Papers
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• Copy and Paste 
from RSAW into 
the Compliance 
Narrative box.

• Formatting is lost 
when pasting into 
Align.

• Do not embed any 
links in the 
narrative.



Comparing Audit Processes
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NOAP ANP

• Align ANP RFIs• NOAP RFI Folder



ANP SEL Reference IDs
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CIP ERT

O&P Evidence Spreadsheet



Comparing Audit Processes
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Secure Workspace Process Align and SEL Process

• Requests for Information (RFI)• Data Requests (DR)



Align RFIs
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• WECC will continue to attach an RFI document for download.
• RFI IDs are not sequential
• Once an RFI has been submitted it cannot be changed.
• Interview responses are now a bulleted attendees list in the Respondent 

Comments box in Align.



Comparing Audit Processes
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Secure Workspace Process Align and SEL Process

• Upload evidence to Secure Evidence Locker 
(SEL)

• Upload evidence to WECC Secure 
Workspace



NERC SEL Portal
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Step 
1

Step 
2

Step 
3

*Keep Manifests as your 
record of upload to the SEL. 

*Notify WECC after uploading 
to the SEL.

Note: Compressed files and executable files cannot be uploaded. 



Comparing Audit Processes
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NOAP ANP

• Align Certify: Check box in Registered Entity 
Comments Section on the ANP Tab.

• Certification Letter: Signed letter by 
entity.



Best Practices

 Evidence Submittal
 Early DR/RFI Submission
 Detailed and Responsive
 Entity Preparedness
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Closing Thoughts
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 Similarities between current process and new process
 Stay tuned for upcoming training on Align audit processes
 All US audits starting after July 1, 2023, will use Align and SEL 



Contact:

www.wecc.org


	Slide Number 1
	March 21, 2023
	Agenda
	What to Expect
	Comparing Audit Processes
	Comparing Audit Processes
	Comparing Audit Processes
	Align Working Papers
	Comparing Audit Processes
	ANP SEL Reference IDs
	Comparing Audit Processes
	Align RFIs
	Comparing Audit Processes
	NERC SEL Portal
	Comparing Audit Processes
	Best Practices
	Closing Thoughts
	Slide Number 18

