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Overview 

WECC conducts an Annual Self-Certification for Registered Entities to certify their compliance status 
with Reliability Standard Requirements as described in each entity’s most recent Compliance Oversight 
Plan (COP) or Inherent Risk Assessment (IRA) report. 

The General Section of the Self-Certification request in Align lists the following dates: 

 Start date (First day the entity can submit its response in Align) 
 Due date 
 Monitoring period start date 
 Monitoring period end date 

The entity must submit the required Self-Certification response in Align for the monitoring period (i.e., 
from the monitoring period start date through the end date) during the submittal period (i.e., from the 
start date through the due date). If the entity does not submit the response by the due date, WECC may 
start the Non-Submittal Process outlined in the NERC Compliance Monitoring and Enforcement 
Program (CMEP) Attachment 1, “Process for Non-Submittal of Requested Data.” 

Please note that, while evidence is normally not required for the Annual Self-Certification response, the 
entity must keep evidence of its compliance status as stated in the NERC Rules of Procedure and the 
applicable Reliability Standard. 

If you have questions about this Self-Certification or the Self-Certification process in general, contact 
one of the following WECC staff members: 

 Duane Cooke at dcooke@wecc.org or 801-819-7639 
 Jessica King at jking@wecc.org or 801-883-6856 

If you have questions about a specific Standard Requirement or response, contact the Oversight 
Planning Team at RAR@wecc.org. 

If you have technical questions about Align, contact Align@wecc.org. 
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Instructions 

To complete the Self-Certification request in Align: 

1. Complete the responses in the “Questions” section under “Self-Cert Assessment.”* 
a. Assign a responder for each requirement question using the “Click to Assign” link 

below the requirement, and then the “Click here to Finalize” link that appears in place of 
the previous link. Follow the instructions on the “Assignment” page to complete the 
assignment process. Note: You can make assignments for all other requirement 
questions at the same time from the Assignment page. 

b. Provide a response for each requirement question using the “Click here to Answer” link 
that appears below each requirement question after a responder is assigned. Only 
provide one response for each requirement-level question. ** 

c. For each question, selecting “Save Draft” saves your progress, which can still be edited. 
Selecting “Save” locks in your response, which cannot be edited. 

d. For any responses of “Non-Compliant,” submit a Finding from the “Findings” section, 
or reference an existing Finding or Potential Noncompliance (PNC) in the comments for 
the Standard Requirement. 

e. For any responses of “Not Applicable” or “Do Not Own,” submit an Attestation from 
the “Create Attestation” section. 

2. If you need more time to complete the response, submit an Extension Request from the 
“Request for Extension” section. 

3. Submit the overall Self-Certification response for Compliance Enforcement Authority (CEA) 
review from the “Action” section. 

4. Refer to the Align training resources available on NERC’s training site at 
https://training.nerc.net for Self-Certification how-to information. 

 

* Align creates a separate “question” for each Standard Requirement in scope but may also for associated “parts.” 
You can only indicate a compliance status (i.e., Compliant, Non-Compliant, Not-Applicable, or Do Not Own) at 
the Requirement level. You must complete all requirement-level responses before you can submit the overall Self-
Certification response for WECC’s review. If parts are visible, while there is no option to indicate a compliance 
status at the part level, you may provide a comment specific to a part. This, however, is not required. Only parts 
with saved comments (i.e. Completed status) will be visible to WECC for review. Saving a question for a 
requirement or part, with or without a comment, changes the status to “Completed.” 

** To submit the overall response, the system requires the same submitter complete the responses for all 
requirement questions in the Self-Certification. That same submitter must also submit the overall response. 


